First Nation rights, or Indigenous rights, are collective and individual human rights recognized
internationally, focusing on self-determination, land ownership, control over resources, and cultural
protection. The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) sets minimum
standards for survival, dignity, and well-being. These rights include self-government, cultural
preservation, and free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC). . www.ohchrarg +4

Key Aspects of First Nation Rights

 Self-Determination: The right to govem internal matters, manage health/education systems,
and determine political status.

« Land and Resource Rights: Ownership, use, and control of traditionally owned territories,
including water, mineral, and hunting rights.

+ Cultural Preservation: Rights to maintain distinct languages, traditions, knowledge systems,
and spiritual practices.

 Treaty Rights: Legally recognized, negotiated agreements between Indigenous groups and
governments (e.g., Section 35 rights in Canada).

» Reconciliation & Reparation: Mechanisms to address historical injustices, such as land
repatriation or the implementation of UNDRIP. & www.canada ca +8

Regional Examples

» Canada: Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, protects treaty rights, while federal legislation
(UNDRIP Act) mandates incorporating these rights into law.

» Southern Africa: Focus on recognizing the rights of the Khoisan people to land, traditional
leadership, and cultural preservation.

* International: The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues works to ensure states uphold
land and resource rights.  www.rcaanc-cirnac.ge.ca +4

Implementation Challenges
While UNDRIP was adopted in 2007, implementation requires nations to pass domestic legislation,
change constitutions, or adjust judicial practices, which is often slow or incomplete.




